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Serving While Waiting
2 Thessalonians 3:1-12

Introduction:

I. Wait on the Lord – 3:1-5

“Finally, brethren, ﻿﻿pray for us,”
		
Paul often tells his readers that he is praying for them, but he also needs prayer for himself and his fellow workers (us, pl.) here, Silas and Tim. *Leaders need prayer
		
A. Content of the Prayer – 3:1-2
	
1. Their Ministry – 3:1

“that the word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you,”
					
“run” - has no connection with the Olympic Games to which Paul often refers. He wants the Word to move swiftly and accomplish great things. The Word cannot run by itself. It runs only as fast as we carry it. We need to put legs under our prayers.

“be glorified” – The Word is glorified when men believe it and prize it above all other words on earth. “just as it is with you” is both a compliment and a command. The word had success among them and by them – in Thessalonica. Now it is their turn to take the Word elsewhere, Beyond Thessalonica. – 

Jesus commanded, “Go into all the world.” Have you been to all the world yet? You must go! How May I suggest, “by giving and prayer-if you can’t be there.”
					
2. Their Misery – 3:2
				
“and ﻿﻿that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men; ﻿for not all have faith.”

Problem Solved: the Word is now going to be growing and glorified. Satan is going to have something to say about that! Paul and his team needed and all missionaries. Home and abroad will be faced with opposition from this enemy of God. His forces consist of those who are (ἀτόπos) “out of place” and (πονηρῶν) actively harmful.

They resist the free gift of salvation. Not only do they oppose the gift, they oppose those who offer it. They had seen the opposition to the message in Thessalonica.  When Paul had to leave the city because of this kind of wickedness. Then he adds, “For not all have faith”
Why did he add that? Sometimes we get into our little group. And we think that everybody thinks the way we do.

No one would harm a messenger with such good 	news! Satan doesn’t bother those who don’t bother him. Let’s start bothering him!
 
B. The Confidence in the Prayer – 3:3-4
	
The Lord is Faithful: Great Is Thy Faithfulness

1. The Lord will Establish You – 3:3a
				
“who will establish you.”

He will cause you to stand on the promises, not to sit on the premises. It also means to strengthen you, i.e. in your faith.

He has already written a book for you to find out what “the faith” is. If we read and study that book, we will find out what this “faith once for all delivered” is. Jude 3. The more we learn, the more he can establish us in that faith.
				
2. The Lord will Protect You – 3:3b
				
﻿“and guard you from the evil one.”

The evil or “the evil one” Satan. Since Satan is behind all evil, both ideas are probably intended.
			
3. You will Do as We have Commanded – 3:4
				
This confidence is in the Lord’s faithfulness - “And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you,”

a. They are presently doing these things.
	
“both that you do the things we command you.”

b. They will continue to do them
					
“and will do” {them} – in the future. This is Paul’s optimism, based on two things: 
	
1) God’s faithfulness 
2) Their past record.
				


C. The Consequences of the Prayer – 3:5
			
The Lord will direct you – “Now may the Lord direct your hearts…”
			
1. To the Love of God – 3:5a
		
“into the love of God”

Overcoming evil depends on God’s power. God also shows us how to overcome evil by His example. It is not that God so hated the world that He sent them to hell.

But, He so loved the world that He made it possible for them to for to heaven. He directs our hearts into His love so that we can love unlovely people to the Gospel.

If you are thinking, “I can’t do that,” Paul has an alternative, he will direct you:  

2. To the Patience of Christ – 3:5b 
			
“and into the patience of Christ.”

Jesus was patient with his followers:

“Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? ﻿﻿He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? (John 14:8-9)

James and John wanted to call down fire on some people. Jesus corrected them, “You do not know what manner of ﻿﻿spirit you are of. ﻿For ﻿﻿the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.” 

Peter -after he had said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” -- “Flesh and blood has not revealed this to you” Jesus began to tell them that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things and die, Peter said, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!” Jesus said to him, ““Get behind Me, ﻿﻿Satan! ﻿﻿You are ﻿﻿an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.” 

We need both the Love of God and the patience of Jesus in order to continue to carry the good news to sinful men.
		
II. Wait for the Lord – 3:6-12

A. The Exhortation – 3:6
			
1. Its Source – 3:6a
		
“But we command you brethren.” - Paul, and perhaps Silas, Timothy

“in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,”

According to our previous teaching – (6c) “The name of the Lord Jesus Christ” is the highest authority one can name. The “previous teaching” would include all they had taught at Thessalonica and the first Epistle.

2. Its Severity – 3:6b
﻿						
a. The order – “withdraw” - keep away or stand, aloof from, avoid.
				
b. the offender – “from every brother” - This refers to believers.	

c. The offence – “who walks ﻿﻿disorderly” - this refers to a particular sin which he will describe later.

B. The Example – 3:7-9
			
1. His Integrity – 3:7
			
“For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly among you;”

Paul is going to offer himself and his team as a positive example of how this sin can be avoided. They were not guilty of this sinful action.

· He was not saying, “Don’t do as I do; do as I say.”
· He was saying, “Do as I do, because, I do as I say”

“Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.” (1 Cor.11:1)

2. His Industry – 3:8
			
“nor did we eat anyone’s bread ﻿﻿free of charge, but worked with ﻿﻿labor and toil night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you,”

This was Paul’s custom: not to take anything from the people whom he evangelized. This is especially clear in Corinth.

After defending his apostleship by reminding them of all of the miracles he had done there, he further said: “For what is it in which you were inferior to other churches, except that I myself was not burdensome to you?  Forgive me this wrong! ἀδικίαν = unrighteousness.

3. His Intention – 3:9
				
“not because we do not have ﻿﻿authority, but to make ourselves an example of how you should follow us.”

See Paul’s argument on the flip-side of this question. (1 Cor. 9:3-12) Ryrie, “balancing the Christian life”

4. His intimation – 3:10
﻿			
“For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat.”

Note: It is not a question of one who cannot work, but one who will not work.

He is reminding them of what he had taught before. This may be a summary, but all of the important parts are there. But that is not the complete story. Here is the rrrrrest of the story.

C. The Explanation – 3:11
		
“For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, but are ﻿﻿busybodies.”

“we hear” - He has already said that they are not working and apparently are able to work.
The bigger problem is that they are spending their time meddling in the business of others. These are gossipers. 
	
D. The Solution – 3:12
		
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Now those who are such we command and ﻿﻿exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ ﻿﻿that they work in quietness and eat their own bread.”

This is basically what Paul had written before: that you also aspire to lead a quiet life, ﻿﻿to mind your own business, and ﻿﻿to work with your own hands, as we commanded you, (1 Thess. 4:11)
 
So, he told them in person, he wrote it in his first Epistle and now he is writing it in his Second Epistle.

Jesus said, in the mouths of 2 or 3 witnesses let every word be established.

My mother had a saying for that: Speaking to her 6 children in the middle of the great depression, she would say, “Eat what is put before you and let it stop your mouth. Paul would be proud of my Mom. I wonder if they have met yet.

	Conclusion:
